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Abstract 

         This paper analyses the study of Ganju community people and highlights social oppression and 

exclusion by the high class people. This novel centers on the Struggles of Dalit women and their 

oppressions. This brings out how the marginalised community and economically down- trodden people 

are oppressed by the higher class people in the same village. Mahaswetha Devi portrays the sufferings 

inflicted by the society on the downtrodden women who are abandoned by their families. It depicts the 

socio-economic system of Post-colonial India. This paper attempts to analyses the text through the 

gendered lens of 'women hood'. All the women portrayed in Rudali have undergone similar agony, 

humiliation, ecstasy, rejection and dejection. Rudali is a heart touching tale of the women in society 

whose life is fraught with poverty of numerous kinds. The woman suffers whether as a mother, wife, 

friend and grandmother. Mahaswetha Devi dealt with the great achievement in showing the fake nature of 

the society. 

 Keywords:  women, oppression, class, community. 

Introduction 

Rudali is a heart- tweaking story 

composed by the Bengali Creator and 

Magsaysay grant beneficiary Mahaswetha Devi 

in 1992. The Title alludes to a lesson of ladies 

called "Rudaalis" who are called to any at 

funerals of upper caste individuals Rudali 

implies proficient grievers. It is a effective 

depiction of the situation of the Dalit ladies in 

India. The concealment of oppressed individuals 

by the nobility is a repeating subject in the novel 

of Mahaswetha Devi. It reflects the social 

awareness that records the battles of the Dalit 

ladies and their strengthening. This novel rotates 

around the life of Sanichari, a destitute low-caste 

town lady who was born on Saturday in 

Rajasthan. Bikhni, a companion of sanichari who 

is moreover a destitute moo caste lady. This 

novel centers on the two ladies who prosper in a 

association for survival. It speaks to their Battles, 

stifled against destitution, mortification and 

decimated by an exploitative patriarchal caste - 

based Social framework. In India, the Rudali 

convention still exist among the ladies of lower 

caste in country Rajasthan, in arrange to lament 

the misfortune of an upper caste male. This 

exceptionally culture of Rudali can be seen as a 

location of contestation wherein caste, lesson, 

financial status and sexual orientation are 

intertwined 

Practice of Ganju Community 

 The hone of a specific community which 

gets to be women's character in society that 

subjugates them. Too, it examines almost the 

oppression of men in the town by zamindars for 

their needs. This was one of the Reasons for the 

awful life of ladies having a place to their 

family. This moreover centers on the 

convictions, hones and the culture of the 

community as well as the social and financial 

viewpoints. The gendered focal point of women 

hood picked up basic reactions for raising the 

voice on sake of the hushed Subaltern people 

and communities. This has taken into account of 

those ladies who were well off and have a place 

to regarded families as well those who are 

slandered, disrespected and have a place to the 

marginalized, red-light ranges of the society. The 

Rudalis have been checked through the sexual 

orientation focal point and caste separation. The 

predicament of the working lesson has been 

distinctively depicted and their barbaric abuse. 

The upper course proprietors hold up for the 

passing in their families in arrange to celebrate 

their funerals in terrific way. The humankind 

loses here itself. The crying is considered a sign 
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of shortcoming, these Rudaalis lament on sake of 

the illustrious family. Rudaalis are continuously 

dressed in dark. They have to sit and cry, beating 

their chests and the ground, shouting and crying. 

The Rudalis have to proceed grieving the passing 

for the following 12 days. It is accepted that the 

more emotional and dramatic the grieving is, the 

more it is talked approximately in the society. 

These Rudaalis for the most part have a place to 

the Ganju and Dusaad caste. Indeed a few come 

from Bhil and other communities. All the 

Rudaalis are dowagers. They are considered 

unpropitious and the society looks down upon 

them as it for the most part does to a lady whose 

spouse is no more. In a few towns, the Rudaalis 

have been educating not to step out of the house 

early in the morning. Still, they are considered 

unfortunate and vomited. Rudaalis continuously 

live exterior the town range. At first, the 

expansive sums of arrive possessed by the 

wealthy upper course proprietors exterior the 

town. But in reality, the wealthy proprietors may 

shield the Rudaalis exterior the town as they 

were considered unpropitious. A few of the parts 

of Sirohi, Jodhpur, Barmer, and Jaisalmer, these 

ladies are given protect in the edges of the town. 

Rudaalis’ to begin with house begins where the 

final house of the town closes. The Rudalis 

houses are made up of cover and mud. This is 

the living conditions of Rudalis in Rajasthan. 

Struggles of Sanichari as a Friend, Wife, 

Mother and Grandmother 

Sanichari is the most critical character. 

She is a dynamic and enduring Dalit lady. She 

battles a part to live effectively with her family 

and social charge. She is born with mishap. 

Sanichari has a place to Ganju caste, inside the 

arrange of Brahmanic Hindu society. This lower 

caste lady gains her livings by crying at the 

memorial service of upper caste proprietors. 

Being born on Saturday, she is denied by 

numerous ancient ladies and deliberately named 

as 'Sanichari'. In the blink of an eye after her 

birth, her father kicked the bucket. Her mother 

Peewli runs absent with a wealthy significant 

other, he is the proprietor of a dramatization 

company. Before long, he clears out her. When 

Sanichari develops up, she is hitched to Ganju, 

who is living with his debilitated mother. Based 

on the social Framework and patriarchal caste, 

ladies were compressed. They were harmed by 

their claim family, community individuals and 

administering wealthy. To exist, they got to be 

either prostitute like Mungri or the challengers 

like Sanichari and Bikhni. Sanichari battles a 

parcel by the socio-economic and devout 

frameworks. Sanichari and her spouse work 

difficult for their family similarly. "For them, 

nothing has ever come simple, fair the day by 

day strife for a small maize gruel and salt is 

depleting. Whereas those individuals spend 

colossal wholes of cash on passing celebrations, 

fair to pick up prestige". (Devi 90) 

          She clears out her six-year-old child, 

Budhua domestic and goes to Malik's bequest, 

where she cuts wood, carries feed for the cattle. 

At collect season, she works bear to bear with 

her spouse. But they are curbed by Malik 

Mahajans like Ram avatar singh. Afterward, his 

child Lachman singh "The Malik-Mahajan 

requests honor indeed when he is a corpe" (Devi-

91). They are envisioned as the lives of the low-

caste villagers. At whatever point they bolster, 

they can bolt up the men, and they can moreover 

utilize and arrange of the ladies. They smash 

numerous individuals for little obligations and 

they make them work difficult with unpaid labor. 

She faces financial issues due to these Malik-

Mahajans. His child Lachman singh needs 

Sanichari to live with him. She denies it. There 

are the battles that she confronted in the lower 

lesson. When Sanichari's mother-in-law kicks 

the bucket at night in the pouring rain, she is 

difficult lower to carry out the basic ceremonies 

some time recently the day break. But she has no 

pick up in the house, No men folk to offer 

assistance lay out the body. In spite of the fact 

that she experiences passionate hardships, she is 

incapable to cry. When sanichari's brother and 

sister-in-law kick the bucket, she doesn't sob for 

those passing. Each passing is interceded by 

devout requests for ceremonies. Sanichari's 

spouse kicks the bucket of cholera after drinking 

the sullied drain indicated by the wealthy to the 

Shiva Idols. 

Sanichari is made advertising to pay 

twice over for custom advertising. When she 

goes back to her town, Ramavator'sidiasyncratic 

cleric Mohanlal mishandles her and inquires her 

to do once more the advertising. In this 

circumstance, she is compressed into obligation 

to Ram avatar. She borrows a minor sum Rupees 

twenty for her husband's shraddhas. But she has 

to reimburse rupees fifty as reinforced labor over 

the following five a long time, Whereas 

thousands of rupees are went through on the 
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luxurious shraddhas of her experts. Here, the 

shraddhas implies Hindu memorial service. This 

is the best outline of how devout and financial 

abuse fortifies one another. Sanichari is 

incapable to sob for her husband's passing. When 

Budhua gets hitched to neighborhood prostitute 

Mungri, Sanichari is incapable to sob. Mungri 

gets to be forceful unfriendly, bashful, covetous, 

and greatly Childish. She spends profitable 

rupees fundamental for medication on 

nourishment. Regularly, she chastens her 

Spouse. Afterward, she goes off with a 

meandering medication man who draws in her 

with vows of put to see non-nature wonders like 

Nautanki appears that cheap move appears, 

Cinemas, circuses, and day by day treats of Peri-

Kachauri. Budhua comprehends that her 

starvation drives her. Indeed she abandons her 

protective responsibihties to survive. After 

Budhua's passing, Sanichari finds herself alone 

she looks at her grandson. Afterward, a youthful 

Haroa is over worked at a Lachman Singh's 

arrive and is paid a little sum. Indeed, he gets 

beaten as he denies yielding to the difficult 

conditions. But still, sanichari is incapable to 

weep. 

Bikhni as a Survival Partner 

Sanichari finds her childhood companion 

Bikhni on one day. "Everybody said - she's 

driven such a difficult, pitiful life. But finding 

Bikhni has been a blessing"(Devi-110). As their 

destiny in life shockingly both are destitute and 

battling to discover implies of survival. Dulan 

empowers them to discover work and makes a 

difference them to engage in arrange to live. 

Both Bikhni and Sanichari were begun to visit 

Dulan for Guide. He proposed them to end up a 

rudalis. Rudali is none other than individual who 

acknowledges cash in turn for boisterous regrets 

when a individual passed absent. They were 

sobbing and beating of the chest for a few oil, 

drain and flour. Bikhni is another most 

imperative character in the novel that went with 

Sanichari. As sanichari alone, she finds Bikhni 

as her bolster who is her childhood companion. 

Bikhni who is too from lower caste attempted to 

stand up herself after the passing of her spouse. 

As a he provide her obligation to Mahajans she 

clears out to live with sanichari. Guided by 

Dulan, both the ladies got to be the pioneer of 

rudalis and gain a parcel to fulfill their stomach. 

They were moreover expanding their 

appreciation to Dulan.  

Landlord's Lavish Celebration to Funeral 

Mahaswetha Devi explores the reality of 

rich landlords in this novel, who used to be 

having many wives.  They showed no love, 

respect and emotional bondage with their 

families. They often considered only about 

money, wealth and status. These Sanichari and 

Bikhni clearly analysed the attitude of the rich’s. 

Then they were empowered to take revenge on 

the system which was responsible for the worst 

condition of the lower caste women. But along 

with that they also aroused the status of the 

rudali. Gradually with the advice of dulan rudalis 

and randis formed a union. He made Sanichari 

understand that the Randis are ruined by milk- 

mahajans with the story of Gulbadan Singh and 

Motiya. Dulan realized to help the whores who 

were destructed. The cheap whores who are 

leading hard life only for few annals surrounded 

Bikhni who went there with an offering of a 

rudali work.  Thus, Dulan palys a significant role 

in the lives of many women for their well being. 

Nathuni Singh, a wealthy proprietor has 

three spouses. His mother was in deathbed, but 

Nathuni went through thirty thousand for his 

mother's memorial service instep of her 

solutions. Suddenly one day Nathuni's senior 

wife's father passed on due to smallpox. Once 

more they appeared their riches in passing 

customs or maybe than feelings. The same as his 

center wife's father passing. Another proprietor, 

Gambhir Singh who is too affluent man but have 

no beneficiary but his nephew. But moreover the 

nature and destiny misdirects them. Sanichari 

once more gets to be alone and powerless with 

the misfortune of Bikhni. Bikhni who goes to go 

to a marriage ceremony never returns. Sanichari 

comes to know that she is dead. Here, Sanichari 

gets to be alone but denies taking a break and 

develops as a solid lady to battle the destiny. The 

address of survival stands some time recently 

her, so she herself goes to Randis and proceeds 

the calling of rudali. With the offer assistance of 

Dulan, Sanichari changed from a insignificant 

dowager to a lady who is way better prepared to 

embrace and control the framework. She 

empowers the prostitutes to do a respectable 

profession. She takes hundreds of rudalis to 

memorial service and made Maliks to pay each 

of them. 

Oppression of Women in Society 
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          After the passing of Bikhni, she was alone. 

She cries for Bikhni wholeheartedly, not as 

Rudali but as her companion. Sanichari sobs at 

to begin with time. She didn’t sob for her 

husband's burial service, her child, her mother 

and her father funerals. It makes the union of 

Rudalis and prostitutes. She goes to 'randipatti,' 

which implies whores' quarter at Tohri, there she 

meets her daughter-in-law Mungri. Sanichari 

herself is appeared as being completely mindful 

of how basic survival is to the community. She 

concurs with her daughter-in-law and considers, 

without that help, it is incomprehensible to live 

in the town. Rudalis communicating fake 

grieving at the passing of the exceptionally man 

Ram avatar who pushed them into this hopeless 

life. Those who were feeling powerless and 

driving hopeless life start to feel a sense of 

opportunity. This elective rudali calling made a 

difference them to get cash, nourishment and 

dress without offering their bodies. What we can 

see here are ladies who are doubly smothered 

both as ladies and as a moo caste. Here, she is 

not treated as a person but utilized as a product 

and cleared out as voiceless. But here 

Mahashwetha Devi through the character Dulan 

makes the lady pioneer to get it this and teaches 

them; direct them to get mindfulness around 

their exploitation. 

Conclusion 

          Hence, this paper concluded the novel 

closes with these whores make boisterous 

grieving at the passing of a exceptionally 

wealthy man who pushed them into the fire of 

prostitution that man is Ram avatar. Sanichari is 

called to be a Rudali. Knowing completely well 

that she cannot shed tears, Sanichari goes to the 

memorial service. It is here that brings genuine 

tears from her eyes. In the battle for survival, 

pain is turned into a product, and grieving is 

labor. Rudaalis still exist in towns like Revdar of 

Sirohi, Shergarh and Patodi of Jodhpur, Chhittar 

ka paar, Kotda, Chuli, and Fatehgarh of Barmer, 

and Ramdevra and Pokharan of                        

Jaisalmer areas of the state. In any case, due to 

an increment in proficiency, the Rudaali 

convention is gradually blurring absent in 

Rajasthan. Individuals presently incline toward 

calmer funerals, since of which the Rudaalis are 

presently losing their significance. They discover 

it difficult to make both the closes meet. A few 

contend that Rudaalis are as of now history, and 

don’t exist any longer. Tears can be utilized as a 

source of winning by proficient grievers. After 

getting the cash she has earned by grieving at the 

passing, Sanichari grins pitifully at her Joke. So 

Sanichari is a effective survivor in spite of 

destitution. For Rudalis, passing is the most 

wonderful thing since they gain by grieving. 

This is the living condition of Rudalis in India 
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